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Northern America
445,000 Refugees
125,000 Asylum Seekers

Palestinians
4,800,000 Refugees

1,500,000 IDPs

Oceania
36,000 Refugees
2,600 Asylum Seekers
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Sig nt Increase in UNHCR Care in Last Three Years 
a Result of Dramatic Increase in Worldwide IDP Population

Refugees & IDPs:  UNHCR Protected Populations & Major UNHCR Facilities  
UNHCR Data as of December 2009

Latin America 
& Caribbean
367,000 Refugees
3,004,000 IDPs

(5,000,000 IDPs Total)1
69,000 Asylum Seekers 

Africa
2,300,000 Refugees
6,469,000 IDPs

(11,600,000 IDPs Total)1
437,000 Asylum Seekers
996,000 Returnees

Asia & Middle East
5,621,000 Refugees
5,435,000 IDPs

(8,100,000 IDPs Total)1
68,000 Asylum Seekers
1,479,000 Returnees

Europe
1,628,000 Refugees
420,000 IDPs

(2,400,000 IDPs Total)1
282,000 Asylum Seekers
6,600 Returnees

1. Reported by IDMC, December 2009; not 
    depicted in pie graph.  IDPs not receiving 
    UNHCR assistance generally receive support 
    from other international organizations, local 
    governments, and community members.

2. UNHCR’s 2009 data does not include IDPs from
     the January 12, 2010 earthquake in Haiti.

UNHCR Managing 1,660 Active Refugee and IDP Camps
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UNHCR Provides Protection or Assistance to the Majority of 
Refugees and IDPs Worldwide (millions of people)*

Refugees

IDPs

Unknown 1966-1979 1980-1989 1990-1999 2000-2009 2010Total
UNHCR

UNRWA
Total1

UNHCR

15.2

10.4

4.8

27.1

15.6

43.3 
Refugee 

Internally
Displaced 

Person (IDP)

Asylum
Seeker

Returnee

A  person who has been forced 
t country because 
of persecution, war, or violence. 

A refugee who has returned to his 
or her home country. 

million people worldwide 
are forcibly displaced, 
as of the end of 2009.

4. Excludes UNRWA protected populations.

Sources: USG, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Internal Displacement Monitoring 
 Centre (IDMC), United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)

A person who has been forced to
�ee his or her home because of a   
natural disaster, persecution, war, 
or violence, but remains in his or 
her own country and has not 
crossed an international border. 

3. UNRWA protects Palestinians in refugee camps
     in Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Syria, Jordan, and 
     Lebanon.

A person who �ees his or her
country to seek sanctuary in 
another country and applies for 
asylum, the right to be recognized
as a refugee. 


