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Vietnam:  Resurgence in Avian Flu 

July 13, 2007 
 
 
 A decline in cooperation between veterinary field staff and farmers and a decline 
in poultry vaccinations may have contributed to an increase in avian flu outbreaks since 
early May in Vietnam.  A World Health Organization official said that flocks of ducks 
have not been vaccinated and that that is where poultry outbreaks have occurred.  An 
FAO official says that the fight against bird flu has lost some steam at the local level.  
New poultry outbreaks have occurred from north to south in 18 provinces, all of which 
have previously had outbreaks.  In addition, five human cases of suspected avian flu have 
occurred—the first human cases since November 2005. 
 
 All five of the recent human c
of suspected avian flu in Vietnam 
happened in the north (Figure 1), but are 
not related.  Two people have died, two 
have recovered, and one remains 
hospitalized in good condition.  Since 
2003, Vietnam has now had 98 human 
cases of avian flu (95 confirmed as 
H5N1, with 3 waiting confirmation by 
the WHO), with 44 deaths (42 confirmed 
as H5N1, with 2 waiting confirmation by 
the WHO)—a mortality rate of 45%.  
This rate is lower than the global average 
of 63%. 
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 The Red River runs through 
many of the provinces that have had 
recent outbreaks of human avian flu.  
The river provides water for rice p
The presence of dense population
humans and poultry and an abundance o
water have proven to contribute to the 
transmission of avian flu from wild bird
to poultry and from poultry to humans.  
The Red River in the north and the 
Mekong River in the south are the two 
areas where most of the outbreaks in
humans and poultry have happened.  Th
resurgence of poultry outbreaks in Vietnam p
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Figure 1:  Recent and Past Cases of Human Avian
Flu in Vietnam. 
robably will lead to more human cases. 
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 Vietnam was initially one of the countries hardest hit by avian flu, with poultry 
outbreaks occurring in more than 50 provinces and human outbreaks occurring in 22 
provinces, out of a total of 64 provinces.  In 2005, authorities began stepping up their 
efforts to monitor and report outbreaks, cull flocks, vaccinate poultry, and teach safe 
methods of handling poultry.  International donor financial and technical support has 
been strong.  The United States, the second largest donor behind Japan, alone has 
contributed 12.1 of the 66 million USD total through FY2006 (2007 figures are pending). 
Strong in-country USG inter-Agency coordination has helped positively shape overall 
donor coordination.  Vietnam also has been cooperating with the World Health 
Organization and with the World Animal Health Organization, reporting outbreaks and 
sharing epidemiological information and viral material. 
 
 These measures helped reduce outbreaks in poultry and prevented any human 
cases over the last 18 months.  As a result, Indonesia is the country with the greatest 
number of human cases.  Indonesia has been less successful at preventing outbreaks. 
 
 Since the new outbreaks of avian flu in Vietnam, officials have renewed efforts to 
cull birds, disinfect farms, vaccinate poultry, and set up checkpoints to stop poultry 
transport out of infected areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drafted:  David Dodson 
    Humanitarian Information Unit 
    Office of the Geographer and Global Issues 
    Bureau of Intelligence and Research 
    Department of State 
    DodsonDL@State.gov
 
 
 
Sources: 
 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur, “Vietnam Confirms Second Bird Flu Case in Two Weeks”, 
June 2, 2007. 
Voice of America, “Bird Flu Spreads in Vietnam as Vigilance Wanes”, June 1, 2007. 
Thanh Nien News, “Bird Flu Hits More Provinces in Vietnam”, June 1, 2007. 
World Health Organization, “Human Cases of Bird Flu”. June 6, 2007. 
World Animal Health Organization, “Update on Avian Influenza in Animals”, June 12, 
2007. 
Embassy Hanoi. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
- 2 - 

mailto:DodsonDL@State.gov

