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expected to grow

Mogadishu: Net �ow of IDPs

Since May 7, 2009, over 
204,000 people were 
displaced from Mogadishu.  
IDPs started to return in 
January 2009 when 
Ethiopian troops withdrew 
from the city.  Some of 
these returnees are the 
same people who fled 
Mogadishu during the 
February – November, 
2007 exodus, when nearly 
600,000 people left the city.

Over one million IDPs currently 
require food assistance.  Fami-
lies are hiding in their homes for 
days without food and water until 
a lull in fighting allows them time 
to escape.  Areas that are most 
insecure are also the very areas 
where the humanitarian and 
livelihood support needs are the 
greatest.  
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May 7
•Mogadishu:  Pro-government Islamist militias and militant rebels 

clashes result in at least 12 deaths

May 10
•Mogadishu:  An insurgent mortar attack on mosque kills at least 14 

people

May 17
• Jowhar:  Al-Shabaab takes control of the city, occupies UNICEF base, 

and destroys humanitarian supplies and equipment

May 18
•Mahaday:  Al-Shabaab takes control of the city

May 24
•Mogadishu:  Suicide bombing of Transitional Federal Governement 

(TFG) military base by a foreign fighter kills seven people

June 1
•Mogadishu:  A roadside bomb placed by insurgents kills five TFG 

policemen

June 17
•Mogadishu:  Al-Shabaab - TFG clashes kill regional police chief 

June 18
•Belet Weyne:  Al-Shabaab car bomb kills Somali Security Minister 

June 19
•Mogadishu:  Al-Shabaab assassinates Somalian politician

June 20
•Mogadishu:  Somalia's cabinet declares a state of emergency and 

requests military assistance

July 1
•Mogadishu:  Al-Shabaab - TFG clashes leave 15 people dead and 42 

wounded

July 2
•Mogadishu:  Al-Shabaab - TFG clashes result in at least 20 deaths

July 4
•Mogadishu:  Al-Shabaab - TFG clashes results in the deaths of 23 

people, mostly civilians
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South/Central Somalia:  Escalating Humanitarian Crisis
(May 7 - July 6, 2009)
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Mogadishu Vicinity:  IDP Concentrations Face Insecurity
(May 7 - July 6, 2009)

Old port:  Al-Shabaab 
controls this port, 
according to 
unconfirmed reports.

Villa Somalia; TFG 
headquarters

AFGOOYE CORRIDOR:  Large 
numbers of IDPs have joined the 
400,000 people already seeking 
shelter in this area.  Conditions are 
critical with the lack of security, 
infrastructure, adequate food and 
health services.  This is the largest 
concentration of IDPs in the world, 
according to the UN High Commission 
for Refugees.

Since May 7, heavy 
fighting has taken place 
in the areas previously 
free of violence: Shibis, 
Abdi-Aziz, and Karan.

Main port:  Despite 
violence, WFP is still 
delivering humanitarian 
aid under European 
Union naval escorts to 
prevent piracy increasing 
the cost of aid. 

""
"
""
""

Suicide bombing

Targeted violence

Fighting

< 7,000

7,000 - 10,000

10,001 - 40,000

> 40,000

Number of IDPs who left 
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The security situation deteriorated 
seriously after May 7 when militia 
groups launched a major effort to 
overthrow the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG).  Tens 
of thousands of people were 
forced to flee to safety within and 
outside Somalia.  Various aid 
organizations and health facilities 
cut back or discontinued services 
due to ongoing hostility towards 
humanitarian aid workers.
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