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Lebanon: Oil Spill's Potential Impact
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11 August: Oil spill drifted 50 km
north of Tartus, still moving north
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Palm Islands UN World Heritage Biodiversity
Site. Home to 150 endemic species, a key
bird habitat, and rare sea turtle nesting
ground. Sea turtles are vulnerable because
July and August are the peak egg laying

and hatching season.
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|24 July: Spill drifts 70 km north of Jiyyeh

| 21 July: 30 km north of Jiyyeh L
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13 - 15 July: Jiyyeh power plant bombed.
Ruptured fuel tank spilled up to 35,000

mt of heavy (bunker) oil. Heavy oil is

highly viscous and forms tar balls that can

be widely dispersed. Beached oil will lie on
the surface, requiring extensive clean-up.
The Government of Lebanon estimates that
the cost of clean up and remediation will be
$57 million over a six-month period and $500
million over a ten-year period. Various
countries have offered assistance once the
security situation allows. US Government
agencies are collaborating on an assessment
of available resources, skills, and capabilities
to provide appropriate assistance.
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Lebanon Tourism Fish Catch for Affected Countries
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Prior to hostilities, the income from the tourism sector
was 30 percent above 2005. Tourism accounts for 15
percent of Lebanon's GDP. Although the tourist industry
400 1— has shut down because of the hostilities in general, the
effects of the oil spill are likely to have long-term effects Lebanon
200 +— on the recovery of the sector unless it is effectively
cleaned up.
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