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Bangladesh:  Improved Flood Response
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On November 15 Cyclone Sidr slammed the highly vulnerable low lying 
densely populated coastal areas of Bangladesh with heavy rain, winds of up 
to 120 miles/hr, and a storm surge.  Sidr, a category five tropical cyclone, the 
highest possible cyclone rating, may well be the strongest cyclone to hit the 
country since a cyclone killed over 143,000 Bangladeshis in 1991.

The dead from Sidr number in the 
hundreds but damage to homes, 
crops and livelihoods could be 
extensive.  Under a Cyclone 
Preparedness Program, volunteers 
evacuated at least 600,000 
Bangladeshis in the path of the 
storm.  Many are housed in 1,800 
multipurpose disaster shelters built 
along the coast.  Relief organizations 
are distributing seven-day 
emergency disaster kits of food, 
blankets and clothing for evacuated 
families.

November 16, 2007

Since 1991, the donor community, including the US and EC, has 
supported disaster-preparedness to mitigate the impact of tropical 
storms and improve post-disaster relief and reconstruction.  Cyclone 
walls planted with trees are in place to protect vulnerable areas from 
storm surges.  Disaster shelters on stilts housing refugees plus early 
warning systems and timely evacuations appear to have greatly 
reduced the fatalities from Sidr.
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Crescent Societies
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