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A total of 13.7 mi (22 km) of the Karakoram
Highway is submerged, thus impeding road 
access to areas north of the �ooding.  The 
highway is a major trade link with China.

May 21, 2010 - U193 5-21 STATE (HIU)Sources: USG, Pakistan National Disaster Management Authority, UN-SPIDER, NASA, 
ESRI, OpenStreetMap, Google, Dawn, The National, IRIN, Inayat Ali (Photo) 
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A landslide created the lake on January 4, 2010.
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Hunza Flood Lake Extent (May 21, 2010)
Max Depth: 348 ft (106.1 m)
Length of Flood Lake: 11.5 mi (18.5 km)
Expected Date of Over�ow: Between May 23-25

The villages of Gulmit, Shishkat, and 
Ainabad are partially or completely  
inundated.  The government relocated 
924 individuals to temporary shelters,  
a larger number have taken shelter  
with friends and family.  The three 
villages have a combined population 
of approximately 4,000. 
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Warm spring temperatures are melting 
glaciers, exacerbating the rising water 
levels.
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The Pakistani Frontier Works Organization 
constructed a spillway near the landslide zone to 
minimize �ooding downriver once the lake over�ows.  
Thirty-nine villages may be a�ected by a spillway 
breach.  Local authorities are currently conducting 
evacuations of nearly 11,500 people downriver. 


