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The Humanitarian Information Unit serves as a 
USG interagency center to identify, collect, analyze, 
and disseminate unclassified information critical to 
USG decision makers and partners in preparation 
for and response to humanitarian emergencies 
worldwide, and to promote best practices for 
humanitarian information management

 
This report describes select initiatives underway, recent collaborations, key meetings, and 
upcoming items of interest. All products mentioned in this report are available on the HIU 
website.  See last page for log on information. 
 
Status of Select Initiatives:  
 
Think Spatially --Dress Rehearsal 
 
The HIU, in partnership with National Defense 
University, conducted a test run of a field 
training exercise, "Think Spatially!" on the 
grounds of Ft. McNair, Washington, DC from 
20 - 22 September 2005.  The objectives of this 
“dress rehearsal” exercise were to explore the 
humanitarian information process in a field 
setting and to gain hands-on experience in 
georeferenced data collection, data entry, 
analysis, product development and 
dissemination.  Exercise participants included 
representatives from the HIU, USAID, U.S. 
Army Civil Affairs based in Ft. Bragg and U.S. 
Army Engineer Topographical Center.  
Participants traveled to various locations in the 
District of Columbia to gather assessment data 
and information according to a scenario that 
depicted a developing country recovering from 
a natural disaster.  The latest off-the-shelf 
information and communications technology 
(ICT) was used to help facilitate the exercise, including a VSAT communications systems and a 
wireless internet network that enabled users to download data directly into a field database 
server.  The HIU will conduct a briefing on the modified exercise for the State/INR Acting 
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Assistant Secretary and for other senior USG officials as appropriate.  Lessons learned from the 
dress rehearsal will be incorporated into the design of a larger interagency exercise as originally 
planned and will be implemented in FY06 (POC: Doug Nash, NashDE@state.gov and Victoria 
Jabara, JabaraVM@state.gov). 
 
Sudan Activities: 
Southern Sudan Briefing Map          
 
The HIU is developing a Geographic  
Information Systems (GIS) database 
and map of Southern Sudan and 
surrounding areas.  The database 
includes international, region, state, 
county and payam boundaries, as 
well as railroads, refugee return 
routes, and refugee camps (portion 
of map on the right).  It is intended 
to serve as the basis for a 
coordinated georeferencing common 
operating picture of USG activities 
in Southern Sudan.  The GIS 
database will be made available 
digitally upon request (POC: 
Kathleen Miner, 
MinerKA@state.gov and David 
Springer, SpringerDT@state.gov).   
 
On August 31, the HIU hosted a working group meeting of representatives from several 
USAID/DCHA offices (Transition Initiatives, Conflict Management and Mitigation, Democracy 
and Governance, and Food for Peace) and the Sudan desk of USAID’s Africa Bureau to discuss 
Southern Sudan data sharing issues (POC: Kathleen Miner, MinerKA@state.gov).  The HIU is 
hosting a USG only eRoom for this working group and plans to further develop the base map by 
including data reflecting USG work in Southern Sudan (Sudan eRoom POC: Dennis King, 
KingDJ2@state.gov).   
 
On September 23, the HIU also hosted a meeting on Sudan with State Department attendees 
from Office of the Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization (S/CRS) and Africa Bureau 
(AF) to discuss data requirements.  Requests for additions to the database included transitional 
areas of Southern Sudan, garrison towns, oil fields, AU deployment positions and projected 
returns.  Interest was also expressed in conflict areas and livelihood zones (POC: Kathleen 
Miner, MinerKA@state.gov).  
 
The HIU welcomes Christopher Ard (former HIU summer intern) who has re-joined the HIU for 
one year as a Sudan GIS Specialist.  Chris is sponsored by S/CRS and State/AF and will factor 
into the many Sudan analyses that are produced by the HIU in the months ahead. 
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Number Killed by Country

Sudan, 359

Zimbabwe, 3

Liberia, 3

Cameroon, 3

Mauritania, 15

Togo, 22

Kenya, 30
Burundi, 27

Cote d'Ivoire, 95

Somalia, 104

Ethiopia, 114

Uganda, 115

Nigeria, 182

DRC, 253

Niger, 11

HIU Darfur Efforts Featured in Geointelligence Magazine 
 
The HIU’s Darfur initiatives were featured in the September issue of Geointelligence magazine.  
The article, “Geointelligence Informs Darfur Policy,” discusses how the HIU combined data 
about damaged and destroyed villages with commercial imagery and displaced population 
information to create the series of maps and graphics titled “Sudan (Darfur) – Chad Border 
Region: Confirmed Damaged and Destroyed Villages” produced in Summer 2004.  To view the 
complete article click on www.geointelmag.com or log onto the HIU website (POC: David 
Springer, SpringerDT@state.gov). 
 
 
Conflict Incidents in Africa 
 

The HIU prepared an analysis of conflict 
incidents in Africa, generating graphs 
displaying incidents by: country, month, and 
type based on approximately 100 recorded 
incidents during the first half of 2005.  The 
data and graphs (see graph on the left) were 
shared with USAID’s Conflict Management 
and Mitigation office (CMM), the National 
Intelligence Council, and S/CRS (POC: 
Dennis King, KingDJ2@state.gov).  
 
 
 
 

 
Recent Refugee/IDP Maps 
 
At the request of State Department’s Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM), HIU 
prepared two maps which were presented at a PRM 
briefing for senior level officials.  One map 
displayed the numbers of refugee/IDP populations 
in various countries and territories in 2004 (see 
thumbnail on the right). The second map showed 
the current and expected numbers of returnees in 
2005-2007 for Afghanistan, Iraq, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Sudan, Liberia, and each of 
their neighboring countries.  Both maps can be 
found on the HIU website at http://hiu.state.gov 
(POC: Dennis King, KingDJ2@state.gov).  
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Tsunami Assessment 
 
The HIU completed an assessment titled, “Tsunami Recovery: Six Months Later,” which was 
disseminated to senior State Department and USAID officials.  The analysis highlighted 
continuing concerns related to resettlement and land tenure, coordination and financial 
accountability, and the effect of the conflicts in Sri Lanka and Banda Aceh on tsunami recovery.  
A version of this paper can be found on the HIU website at http://hiu.state.gov (POC: Dennis 
King, KingDJ2@state.gov).   
 
Collaboration Efforts: 
 
Army War College PKSOI Workshop 
 
HIU’s Noam Unger participated in the “Peace and Stability Education Workshop” on September 
12-15 sponsored by the Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute at the U.S. Army War 
College in Carlisle, PA.  The workshop presented the opportunity to address critical issues, 
including the value of education related to post-conflict information management processes.  
This timely workshop highlighted the growing consensus on the need for coordination among 
educators instructing on peace and stability operations at the military schools as well as civilian 
and non-USG educational institutions (POC: Noam C. Unger, UngerNC@state.gov). 
 
Participation in ESRI International User Conference 2005 
 
HIU staffers participated in the ESRI International User Conference on July 25-29 in San Diego, 
CA.  Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) is the world’s premier developer of GIS 
software and technology.  HIU Director Alan Davis made a presentation titled “Geographic Data 
Storage and Retrieval in a Multi-Agency Environment.” David Springer presented “Geo-Int – 
Darfur, Sudan,” which focused on collaboration between the State Department (HIU), National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), and USAID during the Darfur Crises. An exhibit at the 
conference showcased HIU map products on Darfur.  The ESRI Map Book Vol. 20 (pg 101) 
featured the HIU map product “Sudan (Darfur)/Chad Border Region: Confirmed Damaged and 
Destroyed Villages” and discussed the HIU’s use of data and information management from 
multiple USG sources, incorporating imagery and data on displaced populations to produce a 
series of maps (POC: Alan Davis, davisa@state.gov and David Springer, 
SpringerDT@state.gov) . 
 
S/CRS Training Exercise  
 
HIU’s Kathleen Miner participated in a training event hosted by S/CRS titled “Humanitarian 
Operations during Conflict” in Monterey, California on August 1-5.  Other attendees included 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), United Nations Joint Logistics Center 
(UNJLC), DoD, and various NGOs.  The sessions were based on real world scenarios, 
incorporating topics on information management, classification/non-classification and 
information sharing (POC: Kathleen Miner, MinerKA@state.gov).  
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TIM2 Steering Committee Meeting    
 
On June 29th, HIU’s Military Liaison Officer Colonel Doug Nash attended the Training 
Transformation Interagency, Intergovernmental and Multinational Essential Task Initiative 
(TIM2) interagency steering committee meeting.  TIM2 shapes future DoD education, training, 
exercises and experimentation to better prepare DoD to engage with all agencies and 
organizations in support of USG national and homeland security requirements (POC: Doug 
Nash, NashDE@state.gov).   
 
Standardized Monitoring Assessment for Relief and Transition (SMART) Launch 
 
On June 23-24, HIU’s Dennis King attended the launch of the SMART initiative, held at the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in New York.  King spoke on a panel that addressed 
best practices in information management.  For more information on SMART, visit 
http://www.smartindicators.org (POC: Dennis King, KingDJ2@state.gov).  
 
Presentation on the Niger Food Crisis 
 
HIU’s Dennis King joined INR/GGI analyst Mark Phelan in giving a briefing to INR Acting 
Assistant Secretary Carol Rodley on Niger Food Crises: Did it catch the Humanitarian 
Community by Surprise? and contributed to the writing of an INR assessment on the subject 
(POC: Dennis King, KingDJ2@state.gov).  
 
Other Items of Interest 
 
Welcome back to Noam C. Unger, who has returned to the HIU after extended rotations working 
with USAID/ANE as the Sri Lanka Desk Officer following the tsunami and with S/CRS as the 
International Coordination and Diplomatic Strategy Officer.  He has completed his Presidential 
Management Fellowship and will continue on a permanent basis as a Humanitarian Affairs 
Analyst with the HIU. 
 
HIU Contact Information:   
 
HIU Address: 
Humanitarian Information Unit 
Department of State 
SA-44 Room 602 
301 – 4th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20547 
(Office Fax: 202-203-7790) 
HIU_info@state.gov 
 
HIU Website: 
To visit our website, please log on to http://hiu.state.gov and use the following case-sensitive 
username and password. 
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Login Information:  Username: User12 
Password: Password 
 
HIU Direct Telephone Lines & Agency Affiliation: 
 
Alan L. Davis, Director (USAID):  202-203-7771 Cynthia Dial (DoS secretary): 202-203-7778  
Fred Smith, Deputy (DoS):          202-203-7783    David Springer (NGA): 202-203-7789  
Col. Doug Nash (DoD):           202-203-7779 Victoria Jabara(STG contract)202-203-7784 
Dennis King (DoS):             202-203-7782  Noam Unger (DoS)   202-203-7773 
Melba Crawford (NGA):          202-203-7776 David Dodson (DoS):  202-203-7910     
Kathleen Miner (USAID contract): 202-203-7780    Tiffany Hill (STG contract): 202-203-7791    
Heather Phelps (STG contract)       202-203-7787    ChristopherArd(CSC contract)202-203-7774 
 


